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Introduction 
This subject is based on a set of outcomes which students should achieve.  A number of components associated with each outcome has been stipulated.  Assessment of the outcomes will be achieved through a series of assessment tasks.  The Performance Criteria for the assessment of these tasks are provided.

Rationale

The major focus of this subject is ballet, which is recognised to have developed from the court of King Louis XIV.

Ballet as an art form has evolved from one of human beings earliest expressions – dance.  Through the years, masters of ballet have structured practical learning processes for the attainment of this artistic skill.  This Year 12 subject provides the opportunity for practical and theoretical study of ballet as an art form within its past and present contexts.

The subject structure provides the student with the opportunity to develop his/her natural talent and skills in dance through practical study, and to evaluate and appreciate ballet in relation to the development of contemporary dance.

The subject requires a great deal of commitment and aptitude, and presents a challenge to any student interested in pursuing excellence in ballet.

Subject Design

This subject stipulates a set of outcomes.  These describe what the student can do as a result of studying the subject.  A set of content and skill components is listed under each outcome.  These components amplify the context and meaning of the outcome. They are specified for the development of each outcome and indicate how students will demonstrate achievement of the outcomes in this subject.  The teaching/learning program will give coverage to all components in order to ensure each outcome is appropriately addressed.

If schools wish to vary the specified components they may do so, provided it can be demonstrated that the outcomes are still able to be achieved and that the subject is still assessed through the common assessment framework described for the subject.  Proposals for variations must be submitted to the Curriculum Council for approval.
The assessment framework, based on a series of generally defined common assessment tasks, has been stipulated for the subject.  Each task measures student performance of the subject outcomes.  A generalised set of Performance Criteria supports the assessment framework for the subject.

A procedure for rating student performance on each task, and allocating a grade at the end of the subject, has also been stipulated.

Suggested guidelines which may be appropriate for the delivery and assessment of the subject are included in support materials which accompany this subject.

A list of resources to assist teachers in subject delivery is included in the support materials.

Subject Outcomes

Within the context of Ballet Studies, through observing, creating, making, presenting and appreciating ballet, the student is provided with the opportunity to meet each of the following outcomes:

Outcome 1:
Demonstrates ballet technique with appropriate elements of presentation.

Outcome 2:
Demonstrates, with appropriate style in performance, choreographic excerpts from 20th century ballet works.

Outcome 3:
Identifies and demonstrates, through performance, complex rhythmic variations in music and movement.

Outcome 4:
Communicates an understanding of major works from 20th century ballet choreographers, including recognised Australians.

Outcome 5:
Communicates an understanding of the historical, social and cultural contexts of 20th century ballet works.

Outcome 6:
Discusses and considers issues in dance.

Outcome 7:
Works responsibly and collaboratively to achieve a common goal.

Outcome 8:
Responds critically to the process and product of own dance and the dance of others.

Components of Outcomes

Outcome 1:
Demonstrates appropriate ballet technique with elements of presentation.

The following components amplify the context and meaning of the outcome.  The student:

· demonstrates ballet technique by applying strength, flexibility, endurance, coordination, speed and musicality

· responds to and applies French terminology

· presents ballet exercises at the barre and in the centre, including grande allegro and pointe work, with musical accompaniment

· demonstrates acquisition and retention of complex enchainements

· presents adagio sequences

· executes complex combinations of beats

· demonstrates multiple turns from preparatory movements

· demonstrates on pointe combinations, or on grande allegro combinations.

Outcome 2:
Demonstrates, with appropriate style, in performance, choreographic excerpts from 20th century ballet works.

The following components amplify the context and meaning of the outcome.  The student:

· applies ballet technique to performance work

· demonstrates acquisition and retention of performance works

· prepares for performance a solo/ensemble work from a chosen 20th century ballet

· demonstrates artistic qualities in performance, including appropriate style and use of expression.

Outcome 3:
Identifies and demonstrates, through performance, complex rhythmic variations in music and movement.

The following components amplify the context and meaning of the outcome.  The student:

· identifies and responds to complex rhythmic variations

· recognises form, development, contrast and variation of a theme in a piece of music

· demonstrates an understanding of accompaniment for dance other than music, including silence.

Outcome 4:
Communicates an understanding of performances of major works from 20th century ballet choreographers, including recognised Australians.

The following components amplify the context and meaning of the outcome.  The student:

· recognises and discusses various influences affecting the choreographic process of works studied

· researches the choreographic development exemplified in the works of Balanchine, Ashton, MacMillan, Kylian, Murphy and others

· appraises the concept, choreography, accompaniment, design and performance of works studied.

Outcome 5:
Communicates an understanding of the historical, social and cultural contexts of 20th century ballet works.

The following components amplify the context and meaning of the outcome.  The student:

· explores and responds to the relevant historical, social and cultural contexts of 20th century ballet

· analyses the historical, social and cultural contexts of 20th century ballet works.


Outcome 6:
Discusses and considers issues in dance.

The following components amplify the context and meaning of the outcome.  The student:

· explores and considers alternative philosophies of dance

· considers own definitions of movement and dance in relation to the art form

· demonstrates an understanding of dance as a part of human culture

· considers classicism in dance, in relation to ballet.

Outcome 7:
Works responsibly and collaboratively to achieve a common goal.

The following components amplify the context and meaning of the outcome.  The student:

· sets goals and plans to achieve them

· contributes towards a goal by fulfilling a role and meeting common responsibilities

· cooperates and communicates within a group

· analyses the effectiveness of own role and that of others within the process and performance of the group.

Outcome 8:
Responds critically to the process and product of own dance and the dance of others.

The following components amplify the context and meaning of the outcome.  The student:

· considers and discusses the purpose of dance criticism

· appraises professional performance of works studied, applying appropriate dance terminology

· critically analyses own performance and that of others in written form.

Common Assessment Framework

A framework for the assessment of the subject has been developed.  This framework is based on assessing aspects of each task, with the task providing the opportunity for the student to achieve specified outcomes.

	Task
	Specified Outcomes

	One
	Practise and demonstrate a series of ballet exercises.
	1,3,6,8

	Two
	Present, in performance, a choreographic excerpt from a ballet of the early 20th century (post-Diaghilev era) and present written research of representative works, encompassing the historical, cultural and social contexts.
	 1,2,3,4,5,7,8

	Three
	Present for performance a choreographic excerpt from a ballet of the mid-20th century.  Additionally submit a written research report covering the historical, social and cultural contexts and the concept, choreography, accompaniment and design of significant works of this era.
	 1,2,3,4,5,7,8

	Four
	Present in performance an ensemble piece from the late 20th century which has complex rhythmic accompaniment, and present in written form a critical analysis of the studied work.
	 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8

	Five
	Present, in an organised manner, all formal and informal written responses undertaken throughout the subject.
	6,8


Common Assessment Task Booklet

Details of the parameters of each task are provided in the Common Assessment Task Booklet which is available from the Curriculum Council.

Performance Criteria

Ratings for student performance of each outcome will be based on the following criteria:

Outcome 1:
Demonstrates ballet technique with appropriate elements of presentation.

	Satisfactory
	High
	Very high

	The student demonstrates competent ballet techniques with appropriate elements of presentation.
	The student exhibits confidence and consistency in the appropriate presentation of ballet technique.
	The student demonstrates refined skills, sensitivity and personal style in the presentation of ballet technique.


Outcome 2:
Demonstrates, with appropriate style in performance, choreographic excerpts from 20th century ballet works.

	Satisfactory
	High
	Very high

	The student demonstrates an understanding of the choreography and an awareness of appropriate style in the performance of choreographed excerpts from 20th century ballet works.
	The student demonstrates elements of appropriate style in the performance of choreographed excerpts from 20th century ballet works, displaying a confident interpretation of the works studied.
	The student demonstrates elements of the appropriate style in the performance of choreographed excerpts from 20th century ballet works, displaying refined technique and presenting an expressive and sensitive interpretation of the works studied.


Outcome 3:
Identifies and demonstrates, through performance, complex rhythmic variations in music and movement.

	Satisfactory
	High
	Very high

	The student demonstrates an awareness of complex rhythmic variation in music and movement in performance.
	The student uses a range of complex rhythmic variations in music and movements which demonstrate accuracy and fluency in performance.
	The student uses a wide range of complex rhythmic variations in music and movement which demonstrate fluency and sensitivity in performance.


Outcome 4:
Communicates an understanding of major works from 20th century ballet choreographers, including recognised Australians.

	Satisfactory
	High
	Very high

	The student communicates an understanding of performance of major works from 20th century ballet choreographers, including recognised Australians.
	The student expresses a broad and detailed understanding of performances of major works from 20th century ballet choreographers, including recognised Australians.
	The student critically analyses performances of major works from 20th century ballet choreographers, including recognised Australians.


Outcome 5:
Communicates an understanding of the historical, social and cultural contexts of 20th century ballet works.

	Satisfactory
	High
	Very high

	The student communicates knowledge and understanding of 20th century ballet repertoire within its historical, social and cultural contexts.
	The student communicates a detailed understanding, and identifies a range of relationships between 20th century ballet repertoire within its historical, social and cultural contexts.
	The student illustrates a critical perspective and fluent understanding of a wide range of relationships between 20th century ballet repertoire within its historical, social and cultural contexts.


Outcome 6:
Discusses and considers issues in dance.

	Satisfactory
	High
	Very high

	The student communicates comprehension of issues in dance.
	The student communicates a broad understanding of the issues in dance.
	The student communicates a detailed appraisal of issues and shows evidence of the development of a personal dance philosophy.


Outcome 7:
Works responsibly and collaboratively to achieve a common goal.

	Satisfactory
	High
	Very high

	The student works responsibly and cooperatively within a group situation.
	The student takes responsibility and cooperates effectively within a group situation.
	The student shows initiative and establishes constructive group relationships.


Outcome 8:
Responds critically to the process and product of own dance and the dance of others.

	Satisfactory
	High
	Very high

	The student expresses an awareness of dance and evaluates own work and that of others.
	The student articulates logical responses to dance and utilises appropriate information to critically appraise own dance and that of others.
	The student responds perceptively, coherently and persuasively to the process and product of dance..


Note:
ND (Not Demonstrated) will be assigned if the student does not meet the requirements of the S (Satisfactory) rating in the assessment of the outcome.

Rating Procedure

Before a final grade can be awarded, the final rating achieved for each outcome must be determined.  This is done using the following process:

V
is attained when at least 50% of ratings are at a Very High level, and at least 50% of the remainder are at a High level or better, with all ratings at S or better.

H
is attained when at least 50% of ratings are at a High level or better, and at least 50% of the remainder are at a Satisfactory level or better.

S
is attained when at least 50% of ratings are at a Satisfactory level or better.

ND
is attained when more than 50% of ratings are at a Not Demonstrated level.

Where a student fails to achieve a final rating of S for an outcome, teachers are encouraged to provide the student with an additional opportunity to demonstrate S if:

· the student has completed all the CATs incorporating that outcome; and

· the student has demonstrated S for that outcome in at least one task.

The additional opportunity should not simply be a repetition of a task, but should be an equivalent task which reflects a change of context in which the task is done. 

Professional judgement should then be used to determine whether a final rating of ND or S is appropriate in each situation.

Grading Procedure
At the completion of this subject grades will be awarded in the following manner:

A
Very High in at least 50% of outcomes, and High or better in at least 50% of the remainder.

B
High or better in 50% of outcomes, and Satisfactory or better in the remainder.

C
Satisfactory or better in all outcomes.

D
Satisfactory or better in at least 50% of the outcomes.

E
Not Demonstrated in more than 50% of the outcomes.

A final rating of ND for any outcome will result in a grade of D being awarded.  

Specific details giving examples of the combination of V, H and S resulting in different grades can be found in the Common Assessment Tasks booklet.
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Time Allocation

The subject has been designed to be completed through a structured education program of approximately 110 hours in any suitable contexts and series of learning experiences.  Typically the subject will be studied over the period of one school year.  For administrative reasons schools wishing to vary this delivery pattern (e.g. over a shorter period or over a longer period up to two school years) are required to notify the Chief Executive Officer of the Curriculum Council.

Subject Completion

Students must complete the school's structured educational and assessment program for a subject in order to be eligible to receive a grade unless there are exceptional and justifiable circumstances.  In situations where the school considers that insufficient information has been gathered to justify the award of a grade for the subject, a result of U (for unfinished) should be allocated. The Curriculum Council offers the flexibility for the U to be converted to a grade after the final grades have been submitted.  Further details on assessment and grading are provided in Volume I of the Syllabus Manuals.

Resources

Support Material

Support material for this subject can be ordered through the Curriculum Council Publications Catalogue and is available on the Curriculum Council website (http://www.curriculum.wa.edu.au).
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