
Vocational education and 
training, often referred 
to as VET,  provides 
Year 10, 11 and 12 
students with knowledge 
and skills for work 
across many trades and 
industries. It is the type 
of education and training 
offered by TAFE colleges 
and other registered 
training organisations, 
and may be offered in 
schools.
Vocational education and 
training also contributes 
to a student’s Western 
Australian Certificate of 
Education (WACE).
VET pathways begin 
at school and can 
continue on to further 
education and training. 
These pathways 
can include students 
undertaking school-
based traineeships and 
apprenticeships.
Students can complete 
VET in two ways. They 
can choose from 12 
industry specific courses 
or select a program that 
is made up of units of 
competency from an 
industry area. Both of 
these can lead to full or 
partial certificates I, II or 
III in their area of choice. 

The Western Australian Certificate of Education  
for students in vocational education and training



VET industry specific courses 
The following VET industry specific courses have been 
developed:

Completion of a VET industry specific course attracts 
the same unit credit as any other course. The course 
structure includes a work placement requirement and 
the achievement of a full qualification. Achievement is 
recorded on the student’s statement of results with other 
WACE course results.
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Did you know? 
Eighty per cent of a 
student’s program can 
include VET training 
programs that can contribute 
towards their WACE. 

Did you know? 
VET training can 
lead to a university 
pathway with credit 
allocated towards a 
university course.

Did you know? 
Any national training completed during 
years 10, 11 or 12 is recognised by the 
Curriculum Council as contributing towards 
the achievement of a WACE and is recorded 
on a student’s statement of results.

þ	Automotive
þ	Business
þ	Community Services
þ	Construction
þ	Creative Industries: Art
þ	Creative Industries: 

Media

þ	Creative Industries: 
Music

þ	Hospitality
þ	Information Technology
þ	Primary Industries
þ	Sport and Recreation
þ	Tourism

VET credit transfer
Full or partial VET qualifications can be studied by 
themselves. The results from these are recorded 
on the student’s statement of results. All completed 
qualifications and units of competency are listed, along 
with the registered training organisation supervising the 
training. 
Fifty-five hours of training is equivalent to one course unit. 

Who delivers VET programs? 
A registered training organisation (RTO) can deliver 
VET to senior secondary students. An RTO could be a 
school, a private training provider or TAFE college. 

Benefits for students
þ	 VET is an engaging, hands-on program in years 10, 

11 and 12 that counts towards a WACE.
þ	 Commence a traineeship or apprenticeship at school.
þ	Qualifications achieved in WA can be used to gain 

work or enrol for further training in any Australian 
State or Territory.

þ	 VET learning is flexible with real or simulated 
workplace options.

þ	 Learning is directed to further training and/or 
employment.

þ	 More school-to-work options are available through 
workplace learning. 

þ	 Workplace learning opportunities open doors for the 
future.

Benefits for employers
þ	 Students enter the workforce with some workplace 

skills and experience
þ	 Industry establishes positive relationships with 

students and schools
þ	 VET industry specific courses are recognised and 

endorsed by industry training representatives. 

More information
For more information about how VET industry specific 
courses and VET credit transfer can help you achieve a 
WACE, contact the Council on 9273 6300. 




