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EXAMINER’S REPORT ON 2002 TERTIARY ENTRANCE EXAMINATION 
 
SUBJECT: CHINESE: ADVANCED 
 
STATISTICS 
 

Year Number 
Who Sat 

Non-Examination Candidates Did Not 
Sit 

2002 101 2 19 
2001 77 1 3 
2000 70 4 5 

 
This Examiner’s Report is written by the Chief Examiner to comment on matters relating to 
the Tertiary Entrance Examination in this subject.  The opinions and recommendations 
expressed in this report are those of the Chief Examiner and not necessarily representative of 
or endorsed by the Curriculum Council. 
 
The Marking Guide provided at the end of this report was prepared for markers and may have 
been substantially amplified by discussions field in the pre-marking meeting.  It is not 
intended as a set of model Answers, and is not exhaustive as regards alternative answers. 
Some of the answers are less than perfect, but represents a standard or response that the 
examiners deemed sufficient to earn full marks.  Teachers who use this guide should do so 
with its original purpose in mind. 
 
 
SUMMARY 
  
The paper consisted of four sections and six questions.  The language component consisted of 
four questions. (translation to English, translation to Chinese, commentary on set texts and 
composition) worth 70% and background studies worth 30%.  Within question 3 
(composition), candidates had a choice of one out of two and within question 4 
(commentary), candidates had to choose two questions out of three.  In question 5 
(background studies essay question) there was a choice of one out of two and within question 
6, a choice of three questions out of five.  Candidates had the option of writing in English or 
Chinese in the cultural background section.  The majority chose to write in Chinese. 
 
From the range of marks obtained the paper appears to have been appropriate in both length 
and suitability of questions.  
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GENERAL COMMENTS 
 
Two teams of two markers marked the papers separately, each team being responsible for one 
part of the paper and reconciliation of each part was done by the respective pair of markers.  
The two parts were questions 1, 2, 3 and questions 4, 5 and 6.  
 
The mean was this year was 62% which was almost identical to last year’s. 
 
 
COMMENTS ON SPECIFIC SECTIONS 
 
Part A Translation 
This part consisted of two questions: a translation into Chinese and a translation into English.  
In each case, of the 15 marks possible, 8 marks were allocated for meaning, 4 for language 
and 3 for vocabulary, style etc.  Neither translation was particularly well done, reflecting the 
generally poor English language level of candidates, who are all Chinese language 
background candidates, some from overseas schools.  It was noteworthy that although the 
Chinese to English translation was taken from one of the set texts, candidates did not show in 
their answers that they had greater familiarity than if it had been completely unseen. 
The Examiners stress that much of the poor translation into English is due to candidates 
having insufficient practice in this area of the course and having insufficient grasp of such 
fundamental aspects of the language as verb tense forms, such as the addition of -s to third 
singular person present tense forms. 
There was little difference in the mean mark for these two questions: question 1: 10.77; 
question 2: 10.9, each out of a possible 15. 
 
Part B Composition 
Of the 20 marks possible, 5 marks were allocated for vocabulary, 5 for structure and length, 5 
for presentation and 5 for originality.  The majority wrote on the second topic; “China in the 
20th century” which was easier to write but depth was lacking.  Those who chose the first 
question; “The War on Terrorism” were generally au fait with current events. 
Examiners again stressed that many students failed to structure their compositions correctly, 
with a clear introduction, body and conclusion.  
The mean mark for this section was 13.45 out of a possible 20. 
+ 
Part C Commentary  
This section was not especially well done.  Questions were quite searching and designed to 
test candidates’ comprehension and knowledge of the set texts.  While the best students did 
well, with a top mark of 18/20, some candidates did very badly, perhaps because they had not 
prepared themselves by ensuring that they had read and become familiar with the texts 
selected. 
The mean was 10.98 out of a possible 20. 
 
Part D Background Studies 
In question 5, the majority of candidates chose to answer question (ii); “The Cultural 
Revolution (1966-76) had a particularly serious effect on intellectuals.  Why, in your opinion, 
was this so?”  However, it was clear that many candidates were presenting prepared answers 
relating to the Cultural Revolution learned by heart and did not tailor what they had learned to 
give specific answers to the question asked.  Few students answered question (i) on Sino-
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Soviet relations 1956 -60, despite the importance of this for subsequent developments.  It is 
an area that should not be overlooked. 
The mean obtained was 7.51 out of a possible 15. 
 
In question 6, where candidates had to choose three questions out of five, questions (i) “Deng 
Xiaoping”, (ii) “The Red Guards” and (iv) “The Civil War 1946 -49” were the most popular, 
although answers here too were not always exactly as required by the topic.  In topic (ii) many 
candidates were totally confused between the Red Guards (Hong weibing) and the Red Army 
(Hong Jun) which was the title of the Communist army during the civil war of 1927-37. 
The mean was 9.51 out of a possible 15. 
 
 
POINTS FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE SYLLABUS COMMITTEE 
Nil 
 
Geoffrey Davis 
December 2002 
 
 
2002 Examining Panel 
Chief Examiner Mr Geoffrey Davis  
Deputy: Dr Wang Yi 
Third Member: Mrs Cecelia Chong 
 
Chief Marker: Mrs Anita Chong 
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